Isle of Wight Academy
2026-2027 Required Summer Reading
8th Grade

The goal of the summer reading assignment is to help students continue practicing strong
reading, writing, and thinking skills over the summer while also encouraging a lifelong love of
reading. As students grow as readers, they should continue developing their ability to analyze
literature, support ideas with evidence, and communicate clearly in writing. This assignment is
designed to strengthen those skills while preparing students for the school year ahead.

Required Text: The Adventures of Ulysses by Bernard Evslin

Available on: Amazon, BetterWorldBooks.com, or a free printable download at Archive.org.
https://archive.org/details/the_adventures_of ulysses

Book Summary: As the leader of the Greek forces returns home from Troy, Ulysses faces many
dangers along the way, including the Cyclops, the sorceress Circe, and the anger of the gods. His
long journey home tests his courage, loyalty, wisdom, and perseverance.

Assignment Directions

After reading The Adventures of Ulysses, complete three activities from the Tic-Tac-Toe board
below.

Your three choices must form a straight line across, down, or diagonal.

At least two of your three choices must be written responses.
Any box marked Written Response should be completed in a 300 word minimum essay.
Each written response must include a clear main idea or thesis, at least two specific
references from the text, complete sentences, clear organization, and a word count.

e Any creative response must also include a one-paragraph explanation of at least 150 words
explaining how the project connects to the novel.

e All written work must be double-spaced in 12-point Times New Roman with the following
header in the upper left corner:

Your Name
Teacher's Name
Class/Subject

Due Date


http://archive.org
https://archive.org/details/the_adventures_of_ulysses

Example of a Strong Written Response

Students do not need to use this exact wording, but each written response should include the
same basic parts: a clear main idea or thesis, specific references to the text, complete sentences,
clear organization, and a word count.

Helpful structure:
First paragraph: Introduce your topic and state your main idea or thesis.

Middle paragraph or paragraphs: Support your ideas with at least two specific references from
the text and explain how they connect to your main point.

Final paragraph: End with a conclusion that reinforces your response.
Example thesis statement:

In The Adventures of Ulysses, Telemachus grows from an uncertain boy into a more confident
and capable young man because his journey forces him to take responsibility, face challenges,
and trust his own judgment.

Example of a paragraph with textual support:

Telemachus changes over the course of the novel because he is forced to step beyond the safety
of childhood. At the beginning of the story, he is unsure of himself and lives in the shadow of his
missing father. As he begins his own journey, however, he starts making decisions and speaking
with more confidence. His growth becomes clear when he begins searching for news of Ulysses
and learns how to handle difficult situations on his own. His development also prepares him to
stand beside his father later in the story. Through Telemachus, the novel shows that maturity
often comes through responsibility, struggle, and experience.

All assignments are due on the first day of class.



Tic-Tac-Toe Choice Board

Written Response

How do female characters such
as Penelope, Calypso, and
Anticleia influence the course
of the story? What do these
characters reveal about loyalty,
power, and family?

Written Response

Compare and contrast
Telemachus's journey with that
of Ulysses. How does
Telemachus grow and mature
over the course of the story?

Written Response

What is the role of family in
The Adventures of Ulysses?
Consider relationships such as
Ulysses and Telemachus and
explain how the novel presents
family loyalty and continuity
between generations.

Written Response

The Telemachus subplot is a
coming-of-age story. What
elements of a coming-of-age
story appear in his journey, and

Creative Response

Create a map of the places
mentioned in the novel. Include
important lands, seas, and other
geographic features. Then write

Written Response

Choose two of the following
symbols and explain their
significance in the story:
Ulysses' bow, Penelope's

how does he change by the a paragraph explaining what shroud, Ithaca, or the sea.
end? happens in at least four

locations and why each place

matters to Ulysses's journey.
Written Response Written Response Written Response

How does the theme of
vengeance work in the novel?
Consider the perspectives of
Ulysses, Telemachus, and
Poseidon.

A major theme in The
Adventures of Ulysses is
reciprocity, or people getting
what they deserve. Explain how
this theme affects Ulysses,
Penelope, Antinous, and
Telemachus.

As an epic hero, Ulysses has
many admirable qualities. What
strengths help him succeed, and
what flaws create problems for
him along the way?

Suggested Parent Conversation Prompts

What challenges seem to change Ulysses the most?

Which character shows the most growth in the story?
What lesson does the story seem to teach about loyalty, pride, or perseverance?
Which part of the journey stands out most, and why?




8th Grade Summer Reading Rubric

Each student will complete three connected activities from the Tic-Tac-Toe board
will be graded using the criteria below.

Written Response Rubric

. Each activity

20 points each
Criteria Excellent Proficient Developing Needs Points
Improvement
Ideas and Response is Response Response Response /5
Analysis thoughtful, shows clear shows partial | shows limited
focused, and | understanding [ understanding | understanding
shows strong | of the novel or may be too | or does not
understanding | and prompt general address the
of the novel prompt clearly
and prompt
Use of Textual | Uses two or Uses required | Uses limited, | Includes little | /5
Evidence more strong textual vague, or to no textual
and specific references weak textual support
references with some support
from the text | explanation
effectively
Organization | Writing is well | Writing is Writing has Writing lacks | /5
and Clarity organized with | organized and | some clear
a clear thesis | mostly clear organization organization
or main idea, but may be
logical uneven or
progression, unclear in
and strong places
transitions
Grammar and | Few to no Minor errors Several errors | Frequent /5
Conventions errors in that do not that errors that
grammar, distract from | sometimes make meaning
punctuation, meaning distract from | unclear
spelling, and meaning
sentence
structure

Total: /20




Creative Response Rubric

20 points
Criteria Excellent Proficient Developing Needs Points
Improvement

Creativity and | Project is Project is Project is Project is /5
Effort detailed, complete and | somewhat incomplete or

thoughtful, shows good complete but | rushed

and shows effort lacks detail

strong effort
Connection to | Project clearly | Project Project shows | Project shows | /5
the Novel and accurately | connects to the | a partial or little

reflects novel unclear connection to

important appropriately | connection the novel

ideas, events,

or themes

from the novel
Written Explanation is | Explanation is | Explanation is | Explanationis | /5
Explanation clear, detailed, | clear and brief or missing or

and strongly adequately somewhat does not

connects the explains the unclear explain the

project to the | project connection

text well
Conventions Project and Project is neat | Presentation is | Presentation is | /5
and explanation with few uneven or difficult to
Presentation are neat, errors contains follow or

polished, and
free of major
errors

several errors

contains many
errors

Total: /20
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